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RHPC Website UpdatedRHPC Website Updated

So that our rural constituents have ac-
cess to the most current health and fund-
ing information, the RHPC website is up-
dated several times a week.  

A health information page has been
added which contains links to various or-

ganizations that provide infor-
mation on a variety of disease
and health issues.

Our funding page has been
reorganized and more funding
opportunities and links have

been added.
We have developed a

rural community devel-
opment page with links

to economic development
sources.

Be sure to visit us at:
http://www.ruralhealth.ca.gov

The Governor’s bud-
get contained a total of
$2M for the Rural
Health Policy Council
Rural Hospital Services
and the Rural Health
Small Grants Programs
for fiscal year 1998-99.
The Senate budget
subcommittee added
$3M for a capital ex-
penditure grant pro-
gram, and it passed
through conference
committee intact.

As the Newscast went to press, the budget
had not been signed by the Governor.
If it is signed without change to this
section, there will be a total of $5M
available to providers.  The Rural
Health Policy Council is in the process
of developing funding criteria.  The
Request for Application will be avail-
able soon after the signing of the
budget.

RHPC Public Meeting Testimony
June 12, 1998 - Redding

A variety of issue types were voiced at the
6/12/98 RHPC public meeting in Redding.  A
total of seven testifiers contributed testimony
which brought focus to divergent topics.

A major subject was the need for technical
assistance in billing Electronic Data Systems
to maximize reimbursement during the Feder-
ally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) and Ru-
ral Health Clinic (RHC) cost reimbursement
phase out period.  More information is needed
as to what services are allowed under the
various programs (Medi-Cal, County Medical
Services Program, etc).

Under the Community Provider Plan option
of the Healthy Families Program, current regu-
lations require only 85% coverage of all resi-
dents living in a particular county.  A clinic
director testified that patients who reside in
certain isolated rural zip codes do not have the
option of selecting providers for a lower pre-
mium.  During the public hearings for the
regulations, the clinics requested 100% cover-
age in an entire county to avoid what is occur-
ring now.  A representative of the Managed
Risk Medical Insurance Board (MRMIB) was
a panel participant and took note of the issue.

Concern was expressed over the “fast track”
timelines in implementing the Rural Demon-
stration Projects in conjunction with Healthy
Families.  The view was expressed that DHS
and MRMIB should take a “wait and see”
approach to further determine which areas will
not be covered by Healthy Families. This ap-
proach may also affect which RDP strategies
go forward and when Requests for Applica-
tions are distributed.

Of critical importance to rural providers is
Medi-Cal not allowing reimbursement for
Marriage, Family and Child Counselors under
FQHC and RHC cost-based reimbursement.
This regulation is under the purview of the
Department of Consumer Affairs.

California Telehealth &
Telemedicine Center Continues

to Work on Medi-Cal
Reimbursement Policy

 contributed by Molly French, Director
California Telehealth/Telemedicine Center

The Department of Health Ser-
vices (DHS) has worked with the
Telehealth/Telemedicine Center
(CTTC) to establish a common un-
derstanding on several parts of the
new DHS Medi-Cal telemedicine re-
imbursement policy.  The policy
clarifies equipment and documen-
tation standards for Medi-Cal
providers using telemedicine.

Both houses of the Legislature
have adopted CTTC’s proposed lan-
guage that would 1) clarify that
“interactive communications” can
occur in real time (i.e. simultane-
ously) or through a delayed re-
sponse system through store-and-
forward technologies (in which
there is a time delay between the
exchange of data and information);
2) require equipment and telecom-
munication conduits of sufficient
quality to adequately complete the
physical examination for the diag-
noses included in the billing; and 3)
requires DHS to make a legislative
report on making specified services
eligible for telemedicine reimburse-
ment. The language should become
part of the budget trailer bill pend-
ing passage and the signature of
Governor Wilson.  CTTC will con-
tinue to work with DHS to expand

telemedicine
r e i m b u r s e -
ment beyond
the currently
allowable eval-
uation and
management
codes.
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Sept 11, Friday                        10:00am Fresno
State of California Building
2550 Mariposa Mall, Room 1036

Nov 19, Thursday                             2:00pm Anaheim
To be held at the Disneyland Hotel.  A
joint meeting of the California Rural Eco-
nomic Development Council, chaired by
Lee Grissom, Secretary of the California
Trade and Commerce Agency, and the
California Rural Health Policy Council,
chaired by Sandra R. Smoley, R.N., Secre-
tary of the California Health and Welfare
Agency, and held in conjunction with the
annual meeting of the California State
Association of Counties.

Song-Brown
Family Practice Training Programs

 25th Year Commemoration
October 6, 1998

Clarion Hotel San Francisco Airport
401 East Millbrae Millbrae, CA
For more information contact:

Rikki Helmsin at (916) 654-2088

For Your Information

Universal Service Program

An alert has been distributed by the
California Telehealth/Telemedicine
Center on the possible cuts in funding,
elimination, or temporary suspension of
this program by Congress.

The program has three components:
1) to keep basic telephone service in
rural America more affordable; 2) for
schools and libraries to provide Internet
access and discount telecommunica-
tions fees; and 3) to discount telecom-
munications service fees for rural health
care providers. Organizations such as
the National Rural Health Association
and the Association of Telemedicine
Service Providers are urging health care
providers to call their U.S. Senators,
U.S. Representatives and to write their
Congressional delegations.

Plug into the RHPC
“Jobs Available”

Network

Join the 81 health care sites
statewide who have used the Jobs
Available Service to recruit
provider, administrator, and ancil-
lary positions.  We have listed over
482 positions of which 371 have
been filled.  Current listings include
72 patient care, 10 ancillary, and 29
administrative positions.  The north-
ern region accounts for 55, central
region 25, and the southern region
31.

Contact our Jobs Available Coor-
dinator, Kathleen Maestas, at 1-
800-237-4492 to list a vacant posi-
tion or look on our website to fill out
a position available form on line.
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